[Primates in the study of hepatitis viruses].
There is no a conventional tissue culture system for the propagation of the hepatitis viruses and only some of them can be maintain in continuous cell culture in particular conditions. A transmissibility of hepatitis is limited to primates. The narrow host specificity may help to establish the classification of the hepatitis viruses and their mode of transmission. Moreover, the primate animal model provided the most accessible source of viruses and for clinical reasons presents the only opportunity for the studies of pathogenic mechanisms involving cellular immunity with allogenic restriction. The marmosets and chimpanzees susceptible to the hepatitis A and B viruses, respectively are the primates of choice for the experimental models. For the studies on parenterally transmitted NANB hepatitis the chimpanzee and some rhesus monkeys may provide an animal system. At last, most of the primates seem to be susceptible to agent responsible for the water-borne non A non B hepatitis.